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WORKING WITH US FAQS 

 

1. Who owns Brisbane Airport? 

Brisbane Airport is owned by Brisbane Airport Corporation Pty Limited (BAC), a Queensland based company with 

shareholders including QIC, IFM Colonial, MTAA Super, other financial institutions and Amsterdam Airport Schiphol. 

This shareholder composition means that approximately 80 per cent of BAC’s shareholders are ultimately Australian 

‘mums and dads’ with their savings invested in superannuation and other funds. For more information on Brisbane 

Airport click here. 

 

 

2. What is the ownership arrangement? 

BAC purchased Brisbane Airport from the Federal Government in 1997 under a 49 year lease with an option to 

renew for a further 50 years. Under this unique leasehold tenure, BAC retains ownership and control of the airport, 

under Commonwealth legislation, in its entirety for the duration of the lease term up to 2096. 

 

 

3. Who approves planning and development on airport? 

The Airports Act 1996 outlines the mechanism for approving all building and civil developments on Australian 

airports. For all developments, Brisbane Airport Corporation’s (BAC) Airport Approvals Section in collaboration with 

BNE Property, review proposals against our approved 2009 Airport Master Plan. BAC Airport Approvals issues the 

development approvals. Once BAC approval is issued the applicant can seek a Building Approval from the Airport 

Building Controller (ABC).  The ABC is a federally legislated position to administer Commonwealth legislation on 

airport.  

BAC as the Airport Lessee Company for Brisbane Airport has an obligation to ensure all developments on airport 

are consistent with the legislation and development guidelines to maintain appropriate urban planning and ensure 

safe and sustainable outcomes. 

 

 

4. What does BAC do to ensure development is sustainable and high quality? 

BAC in developing the new 2012 Property Development Master Plan (PDMP) has provided clear design intents and 

character for the various development areas and precincts on airport to ensure all built form and public realm design 

is of high quality and establishes a strong sense of place. BAC’s commitment to sustainability is underpinned in the 

PDMP in addition to the Airport Environment Strategy that seeks to promote the best possible outcomes for 

sustainable development. 

BAC has also established a Development and Design Integrity Panel, comprising experts from a variety of fields 

from government and the private sector, to review and assess development projects and place making initiatives. 

 

 

5. Are there any guidelines in place? 

There are a number of documents that provide guidelines to development from a broad scale to the finer detail. The 

new 2012 PDMP outlines design intents to help create a strong sense of place with building and public realm 

design. 

The 2014 Airport Master Plan outlines the strategic legislative framework and provides the land use zonings for the 

precincts on airport. 

Specific design guidelines are currently available in BAC’s Development Control Document. This document is 

currently being reviewed to reflect the design intents of the PDMP and other initiatives that BAC has undertaken. 

 

 

 

http://www.bne.com.au/corporate/about-us/our-company
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6. Why is there non-aviation development in an airport precinct?  

Brisbane Airport is Australia’s largest capital city airport (by land size) with a 2,700ha land holding. This means there 

is ample space for future aviation development on airport in line with expected growth in Queensland’s population 

and passenger numbers in the coming decades. All development on airport recognises aviation as the primary 

function of Brisbane Airport and ensures airport operations’ efficiency and safety are protected and enhanced as a 

priority.  

 

 

7. What types of businesses are on airport? 

Brisbane Airport is home to a diverse range of businesses, including commercial, aviation-related commercial and 

industrial, industrial, retail and hotel accommodation. Major tenants include: Australian Aerospace, Australian 

Federal Police, Aviation Australia, Civil Aviation Safety Authority, Customs, DFO, DHL, Qantas, Royal Flying Doctor 

Service, Schenker, Toll, Virgin Australia and Woolworths. 


